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PRESS RELEASE
Subject: - Shelter Northern Ireland views latest housing statistics with ever mounting concern.
Date: Wednesday, 28 May 2008

Embargo: None

Summary
Despite the headline number of people presenting as homeless having reduced over the year 2007/8, the growing number of people in housing need continues to be a cause for concern.  
Detail

Last week, the Minister, Margaret Richie released headline statistics referring to a reduction in the number of people who presented themselves to the Housing Executive as homeless in the year ending March 2008. 
Speaking today, Shelter Northern Ireland Director Tony Mc Quillan said “While the number of people presenting as homeless to the Housing Executive in the 12 months to March 2008 decreased by almost 2000, by contrast, in the same year, the list of people waiting for social housing increased by over 3500.” 
Within that list, the number of those applicants living in housing stress rose by 1,661 to set a new record number of 21,364 at the end of March 2008. This important measure of housing need has more than doubled in 7 years”

“Put simply, housing need continues to increase in Northern Ireland. It has been doing so for the past decade. The DSD hopes to fund a programme to start building 5250 new social homes over the coming 3 years. This is a wholly inadequate response to growing levels of housing stress.”

“Housing must be a right and government must act accordingly.”
“It is time for the Department for Social Development to publish a full response to the Semple Review and to translate its new Agenda for Housing into action. We need a credible plan for housing in Northern Ireland, one which reflects the reality of people and families in housing need and ensures that in the short, medium and long terms, there is a continuous supply of affordable accommodation for rent or purchase.”

END

Further information can be obtained from 

Tony Mc Quillan, 




or Ray Cashell 

Director of Shelter Northern Ireland

Committee Member of Shelter Northern Ireland
Office 

028 9024 7752
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028 90246811

Mobile
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07850962432

Homeless Statistics April 2006- March 2008

	Year
	No People Presenting
	Homeless

Full Duty
	Homeless not Full Duty
	Total Homeless
	Not Homeless

	06/07
	21,013
	9,744
	4,857
	14,601
	6,412

	07/08
	19,030
	9,234
	3,928
	13162
	5868


Waiting List 

	Year End


	Total Waiting List
	Change
	%age increase on 
March 2007

	March 2007
	36,102
	
	

	March 2008
	39,688
	+3,586
	+9.9%


Applicants in Housing Stress 

	Year End


	Applicants in Housing Stress
	2007-2008

Change
	%age increase from March 2007
	2001-2008

Change

	March 2001
	10,366
	
	
	

	March 2007
	19,703
	
	
	

	March 2008
	21,364
	+1,661
	+8.4%
	+10,998


Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive
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